Application No. 10/670,345 

Response Dated October 3, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of August 9, 2006 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS : 

Claims 1,3-8, 10-14, and 16-20 are pending in the application, with claims 1, 8 
and 14 being independent. Claims 1, 3 - 5, 8, 14 and 16-18 are currently amended, and 
claims 2, 9 and 15 are canceled. No new matter is added. 

Applicant has carefully considered the contents of the Office Action and respectfully 
requests reconsideration and reexamination of the subject application in view of the 
explanations noted below. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Pursuant to the August 9, 2006 final Office Action, a Supplemental IDS was filed 
September 7, 2006 including a complete copy of CN 1 155734, which was initially cited in 
the Supplemental Liformation Disclosure Statement filed August 25, 2005. Consideration 
thereof is respectfully requested. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants note with appreciation the allowable subject matter of claims 2 — 7, 9, 1 1 - 
12 and 15 - 20, if rewritten in independent form and including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Accordingly, independent claims 1, 8 and 14 are rewritten to include the limitations of 
objected to dependent claims 2, 9 and 15, respectively. Therefore, independent claims 1, 8 
and 14 are in condition for allowance, as are respective dependent claims 3 — 7, 10 — 13, and 
16-20. 
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* * * 

In view of the foregoing amendments and comments. Applicant respectfully submits 
that claims 1,3-8, 10-14, and 16-20 are in condition for allowance. Prompt and 
favorable action is solicited. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



p. 



Marcus R. Mickney 
Reg. No. 44,941 




Roylance, Abrams, Berdo & Goodman, L.L.P. 
1300 19'*" Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036 
(202) 659-9076 

Dated: October 3. 2006 
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